
Building Blocks  
to Literacy

Becoming a Competent 
Reader & Writer

Our Ethos

At Grove Kindergarten the literacy learning is 
integrated across the curriculum, that seeks 
to acknowledge a great start, establish strong 
foundations and develop powerful learners.

Indicators to building a 
strong foundation in literacy

Processes involved in the 
development of literacy 
competencies

Using language to connect with my world

Coding and decoding

Understanding the language of my world

Reflecting crtically

Representing my world symbolically

Creating and making meaning

Engaging with text and making meaning

Communicating



Literacy is the capacity and disposition to use 
language in all its forms.

Literacy incorporates a range of modes of 
communication, including music, movement, dance, 
storytelling, visual arts, media and drama as well as 
talking, listening, viewing, reading and writing.

Contemporary texts include electronic and print based 
media.

In an increasingly technological world, the ability to 
critically analyse texts is a key component to literacy. 
Young children benefit from the opportunities to 
explore literacy understanding through authentic 
experiences in nature and the natural world.

Literacy is the ability to understand, use an reflect 
on written texts in order to achieve one’s goals, 
to develop one’s knowledge and potential, and to 
participate effectively in society. (OECD, 2009)

Oral language refers to the ability to speak and 
understand.

Print knowledge refers to book knowledge, viewing 
a range of texts, identifying words and letters, 
segmenting words into syllables, understanding  
rhyme and reading books.

Phonological awareness is the ability to detect and 
analyse the sound structure of spoken language.  
It is a listening based skill. Children who have 
phonological awareness can:

> Break words into syllables
> Say rhyming words
> Say the beginning sound of a word
> Can say each sound in a word

Phonemic awareness is the ability to hear, identify 
and manipulate the individual sounds (phonemes) in 
spoken words. E.g. What does ‘cat’  
start with?

Phonics is the sounds that we hear represented 
in a visual form. It is the linking of spoken sounds 
(phonemes) with written letters (graphemes).  
This helps the beginner readers to understands how 
letters are linked to sounds to form letter sounds and 
spelling patterns.

What is literacy?

How can you help your child develop the 
foundations necessary to become a competent 
reader and writer?

> Talk to your child

> Encourage sustained conversations

> Read books together

> Demonstrate effective listening
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